
Welcome
Hawke’s Bay Foundation Chair, Giles 
Pearson, is fond of describing our work as 
‘a marathon, not a sprint.’ He’s absolutely 
right. As we celebrate 10 years of Hawke’s 
Bay Foundation it seems timely to look 
back to our beginnings. Over the last 
ten years, we have worked slowly and 
methodically to build trust and stay  
on task and approached our work with 
a clear strategy towards building an 
asset base for all future Hawke’s Bay 
generations. This year it feels like we’ve 
got our second wind. 

We began 2022 with the news that our 
overall Fund grew by 57% in the preceding 
12 months, thanks in part to the receipt of 
the Sally Lusk Fund, our largest Named 
Fund to date. Our ‘slowly but surely’ 
strategy is working, and we can see that 
donors are coming to trust us and look 
to us to help deliver their philanthropic 
goals. Each year we’re steadily giving 
more to worthy local charities.

We are immensely grateful to all of our 
donors and supporters, from all walks  
of life, who have supported us thus far.  
We look forward to taking you with us  
on our journey.  

Kind regards, 
Amy Bowkett 
Executive Officer
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The late Sally Lusk receiving a Civic Award 
 for services to the community.

 Lusk Legacy  
 Lives on in New  
 Community Fund 
Aged care services around Hawke’s Bay 
are set to benefit from the single largest 
donation ever gifted to Hawke’s Bay 
Foundation, thanks to the vision and 
mission of one generous local. 

The late Sally Lusk’s legacy will live on 
with proceeds from the recent sale of a 
Havelock North property she bought to 
enrich the lives of the village’s elderly, 
now being donated in perpetuity to 
Hawke’s Bay Foundation. 

The transfer of Sally’s estate, (worth over 
$1.3M) has launched the newly named 
Sally Lusk Fund, which, through the 
stewardship and expertise of Hawke’s Bay 
Foundation, will help advance the delivery 
of aged care services in the region. 

Hawke’s Bay Foundation executive officer 
Amy Bowkett is delighted the new fund 
will continue Sally Lusk’s original vision. 

“Sally’s mission was to encourage the 
senior population of Hawke’s Bay to 
remain social and active. Donating a 
residence for these activities to take place 
at was a wonderful example of selfless 
generosity. We are so pleased to continue 
Sally’s legacy by working with the many 
worthy groups right here as she would 
have wanted.” 

The Lusk Centre stood pride of place as a 
local landmark in Te Aute Road, Havelock 
North for 29 years; the residence donated 
in 1992 by Sally Lusk from her financial 
resources. Sally’s original vision was to 
create a place for elderly people who lived 
alone, to gather and find companionship, 
share a cup of tea, enjoy entertainment 
and somewhere to go. 

Three years ago The Lusk Centre was 
renamed ‘Sally’s Place’ when Enliven 
was appointed to manage the Centre’s 

growing operations and membership. 
However, in July last year the running of 
Sally’s Place was deemed no longer viable, 
and the decision was made to close. 

While its bricks and mortar may be gone, 
A.F.B. Lusk Club Treasurer Laura Bakker 
believes the new Sally Lusk Fund will  
have an enduring legacy in the region. 

“We chose Hawke’s Bay Foundation 
because we wanted to ensure the Fund 
wouldn’t be misused or whittled away,  
but rather protected and grown in 
perpetuity for the benefit of the whole  
of Hawke’s Bay. 

“This way, the money will continue to 
produce an income forever for the benefit 
of the aged care sector, just as Sally would 
have wanted. There’s longevity in that.”

Sally’s daughter Marilyn Lusk 
remembers her mother’s vision,  
mission and now legacy. 

Cont’d on Page 2 
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 Welcome on Board 
Hawke’s Bay Foundation is excited to 
announce the appointment of two new 
Trustees to the Board, Kara Biggs and  
Kate Tokeley.

Hawke’s Bay born and raised, Kara is an 
established marketing specialist who  
works with national and international 
brands in strategic growth development. 
Kara has a passion not only for helping  
grow client’s businesses, she has a  
genuine passion for helping people.

 Wheres There’s  
 a Will There’s a  
 Smarter Way  
 of Giving 
The role of professional advisors in ensuring 
communities benefit from what’s being 
labelled “the greatest inter-generational 
transfer of wealth in human history” has been 
thrust into the spotlight, following the release 
of a revealing new study.

According to a recent White Paper 
released by Dentons Kensington Swan and 
Community Foundations of New Zealand, an 
unprecedented wealth transfer is now taking 
place from a generation of baby boomers at 
an estimated worth of around $150 billion 
across New Zealand over the next 20 years.

If channelled into communities via strategic 
giving models like Community Foundations, 
study author lawyer Henry Brandst-Giesen 
believes sustainable funding streams will follow. 

“Professional advisors have a key role 
to play in the philanthropic advice they 
give, and should not underestimate how 
crucial their role actually is. Not only that, 
Community Foundations can resolve some 
of the big governance, compliance, and 
administrative issues facing grant makers 
and philanthropists in New Zealand’s non-
profit sector.”

Hawke’s Bay Willis Legal partner Sarah 
Beckett agrees the efficiencies of Community 
Foundations is what many of her clients find 
appealing, and why it’s being touted ‘the 
fastest growing form of philanthropy in the 
world today.’

“Giving to a Community Foundation ensures 
that you can support many different charities 
within your community with even a small 
bequest in your will or a donation. By 
economy of scale a Community Foundation 
provides efficiencies that will help ensure the 
gift actually ends up making a difference 
to our community.”

According to a recent study by the 
Fundraising Institute of New Zealand (FINZ) 
around 5% of the public have already made 
provision for a gift in their Will to charity 
with a further 21% likely to or considering 
doing so. 

Sarah Beckett says like many others, her 
clients are becoming more strategic with 
their charitable giving and are seeking out 
more enduring structures to deliver it.

“Charitable giving by clients is generally 
driven by their personal experience. 
They increasingly want to ensure that 
their gift to their desired area of interest 
can be enduring, without imposing an 
administrative burden on their remaining 
family. Community Foundations are a useful 
vehicle for meeting these objectives.”

Hawke’s Bay Foundation is one of 17 
Community Foundations in New Zealand 
and over 1,800 Community Foundations 
worldwide, connecting generous locals like 
Rachael Knight with causes close to home 
and close to their heart.

“There are significant benefits to be gained 
from the charitable sector moving steadily 
towards a more collaborative model, like that 
offered by local Community Foundations,” 
says Rachael.

“I chose Hawke’s Bay Foundation to 
manage my charitable giving because it’s 
not beaurocratically heavy, it’s local and it’s 
getting through to the people who need it.  
It’s got integrity and I like that.”

Rachael’s advice to others: 
“Don’t leave it too late. I’ve had a very good 
life and thought I may as well start giving 
back early so that I’m still around to enjoy 
the joy of my giving and be involved with its 
recipients, isn’t that what it’s all about?”

It’s estimated Community Foundations 
across New Zealand have over $200M in 
funds under management and a further 
$400M in a bequest pipeline steadily growing 
as Kiwis discover this form of giving and the 
benefits. 

 Foundation Posts  
 Record Increase  
 in Fund Growth 
Hawke’s Bay Foundation’s endowment fund 
has posted a 57% increase in growth over 
the last financial year, the single biggest 
jump in growth since its inception.

The record rise follows a year of increased 
community support and the transfer in 
December 2021 of the Lusk Centre Trust 

valued at over $1.3M. As a result, Hawke’s Bay 
Foundation’s endowment fund has rocketed 
to $6.06M, (as at Dec 31).

The increased donations last year will see 
the total dollar amount distributed from the 
Foundation to charities within Hawke’s Bay 
increase by more than $50,000 in 2022.

As a not-for-profit organisation, Hawke’s 
Bay Foundation’s long-term approach to 
investment allows it to maximise returns 
through one centralised fund and ride out 
short-term market volatility.

Since its inception in 2012, Hawke’s Bay 
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Hawke’s Bay Foundation Distributions Growth

Kate TokeleyKara Biggs
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“Mum’s dream was for a social hub that 
would bring elderly people together and 
create a lively, welcoming place for them  
to enjoy. She certainly achieved that!

“Speaking for my four other siblings - we 
are proud and happy that the money from 
the sale of the Club Home is to create a 
permanent fund.“

Foundation executive officer Amy Bowkett 
adds Named Funds are increasing in 
popularity as people contemplate what sort 
of legacy they’d like to leave on the world. 

“Families are increasingly looking around 
for causes close to their hearts that they 
can support. Unlike other charitable 
giving, a one-off donation made through 
Hawke’s Bay Foundation grows and keeps 
on giving, forever. It’s the smarter way  
to give.  

If you, or someone you know, would like 
more information on setting up a Named 
Fund or to make a donation to the Sally 
Lusk Fund, please contact Hawke’s Bay 
Foundation (06) 870 4648 or visit  
www.hawkesbayfoundation.org.nz/ 
why-would-i-give/our-funds/

Foundation has received more than $5.1M 
in donations and distributed over $1.3M to 
approved Hawke’s Bay charities and causes. 
Last year alone, 53 local charities received 
grants from Hawke’s Bay Foundation to the 
tune of $195,000.

Hawke’s Bay Foundation Chairman Giles 
Pearson is confident the Fund’s growth  
will continue. 

“This is a marathon, not a sprint. We know 
this model of collective giving works and  
it’s built to last. Now we just need more 
locals to recognise the good we are doing 
and get behind it.”

When posed with the question, ‘to give or 
not to give’ Henry Brandst-Giesen believes 
there’s never been a more critical time for 
professional advisors to advise well.

“Professional advisors should be encouraged 
to have these conversations with their clients 
now. If some of this immense wealth 
currently held by the baby boomers can be 
invested for the benefit of the charity sector, 
then tangible and measurable benefits to 
New Zealand society will inevitably follow.” 

If you, or someone you know, would like more 
information on Hawke’s Bay Foundation 
visit: www.hawkesbayfoundation.org.nz

Kate Tokeley comes to the board of  
Hawke’s Bay Foundation as an Associate 
Professor of Law at Victoria University  
of Wellington. Kate’s area of speciality  
is consumer law and policy where she has 
established herself as an internationally 
published author of several academic 
articles. Kate also sits as the Deputy Chair 
of the Consumer NZ Board and is a board 
member of the Telecommunications 
Disputes Resolution Council.

She is relishing the opportunity to lend her 
expertise giving back to the community. 

Rachael who has participated in a wide 
variety of sport including equestrian, tennis, 
swimming, skiing and currently golf and 
bowls, now wants to help other hard-
working athletes achieve their dreams.

“Athletes work so hard in this country but 
there’s no money in many sports unless 
they’re winning gold medals, so countless 
athletes are competing on a shoestring.  
I felt compelled to initiate a new award 
that recognises what young sportsmen and 
women are achieving is worthwhile, and that 
there are people out there supporting them 
along their journey.” 

Over the last six years Rachael has been 
quietly sponsoring local high performance 
athletes. Among her current proteges are 
200 metre New Zealand champion Georgia 
Hulls and para athlete, Guy Harrison. 
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 Emerging Athlete  
 of the Year Award  
 Launched 
Local philanthropist Rachael Knight has 
always had a passion for playing sport. 
Using Hawke’s Bay Foundation as a vehicle 
for her charitable giving, she’s now getting a 
kick out of giving back through a new award 
in her name recognising emerging  
Hawke’s Bay athletes. 

The Rachael Knight Emerging Young 
Athlete Award will be launched at Sport 
Hawke’s Bay’s Annual Awards (rescheduled 
for the new date of October 29th), and aims 
to celebrate emerging young local talent 
across all sporting codes. 

By setting up a designated fund for the 
award through Hawke’s Bay Foundation, 
Rachael will utilise the growing income 
from the fund as prize money for the award 
recipients. It means as the fund generates 
income in perpetuity, prize money for  
the award grows and Rachael’s legacy  
is remembered long after she’s gone. 

For Rachael, investing in Hawke’s Bay’s 
future is something she finds extremely 
fulfilling. 

“It’s easy to think about being charitable 
but not do anything about it, it takes a 
certain resolve to put the ‘giving wheels’ in 
motion. Once I started I found it incredibly 
rewarding. I chose Hawke’s Bay Foundation 
to manage my charitable giving because 
there’s no bureaucracy, it’s local and gets 
through to the people who need it. It’s got 
integrity and I like that.” 



06 870 4648
info@hawkesbayfoundation.org.nz

facebook.com/HawkesBayFoundation

www.hawkesbayfoundation.org.nz

   Our community. 
      Our responsibility.  
          Our future. 

Bernie Gunn

 Paddling for  
 Hawke’s Bay  
 Rangatahi 
Hawke’s Bay’s Bernie Gunn has started 
training getting his paddle ready to leave 
Mahia on a solo waka-ama journey, crossing 
Hawke’s Bay to reach Napier, to raise funds 
for a cause close to his heart.

The paddle, which is expected to take around 
15 hours, is a fundraising project and aims 

Hawke’s Bay Foundation is proudly supported by:

to raise $60,000 to send 14 Hawke’s Bay 
rangatahi to Outward Bound. 

Bernie joins a group of generous supporters 
in Hawke’s Bay who have launched a 
designated fund through Hawke’s Bay 
Foundation, to support students to attend  
the Kaweka course now and for many years 
to come.

It’s his way of ‘giving back’ to his hometown 
and to Outward Bound, where he spent four 
years as an instructor. 

“When I worked at Outward Bound I got  
to see first-hand the phenomenal effect  
a challenging experience in the outdoors 
can have. I’ve seen people become the best 
versions of themselves and align their lives 
with who they want to be and not just be 
okay with the status quo. For some kids 
their lives need a reset and for others,  
their lives are already good and they  
just need a tweak to make it better.  
That’s what’s motivated to me to help  
send even more people to Anakiwa to 
uncover their potential.” 

It costs around $63,000 to send 14 secondary 

school students to ‘Kaweka’, a specially 
designed Outward Bound course for  
Hawke’s Bay young people. 

As a keen outdoor adventurer himself  
and personal supporter of Outward Bound, 
Hawke’s Bay Foundation Chairman Giles 
Pearson is full of praise for Bernie’s mission.

“In today’s ever-changing and fast-paced 
world, Outward Bound equips young 
people to build confidence, resilience and 
self awareness to better navigate and steer 
change in their lives - all the attributes 
Bernie will be pulling on to complete his 
100 kilometre open water paddle. As a 
community foundation committed to the 
needs of Hawke’s Bay, we are extremely 
proud to support more young people on 
their journey to self discovery.”

A big part of Bernie’s fundraising mission  
is driven by giving back to his home. 

“Young people in Hawke’s Bay deserve  
this opportunity.” 

For donations to the Outward Bound Fund 
and more information visit: www.justgiving 
.com/fundraising/bernie-gunn
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Sport Hawke’s Bay General Manager,  
Ryan Hambleton says this new award  
will allow the region to recognise its  
future champions. 

“As a region we have more secondary  
school aged students participating in  
sport when compared to the national 
average. We know our Hawke’s Bay 
rangatahi are active and as a result we 
have a number of emerging and high 
performing athletes. This award will 
ensure we are celebrating not only our 
supreme athletes, but also those younger 
athletes that we can identify and assist 
in their journey to become an Olympic, 
Paralympic or World Champion, and 
hopefully one day win the supreme  
Hawke’s Bay Sportsperson of the  
Year award.” 

Ryan says Sport Hawke’s Bay is extremely 
thankful to the number of individuals and 
organisations who support the play, active 
recreation and sport sector. 

“Participating in physical activity at all 
levels comes with a cost so support from 
people like Rachael reduces barriers for 

people to get more physically active and 
in some cases excel on a national and 
international level. Sitting down with 
Rachael and Amy from Hawke’s Bay 
Foundation allowed us to talk about the 
awards, who we were able to celebrate and 
who we were potentially missing out. With 
Rachael’s support we will be able to ensure 
we are recognising and celebrating future 
talented athletes from our region.” 

Rachael’s suggestion to others planning 
their own philanthropy is: 

“Do it while you’re alive so you can 
be involved and see the pleasure your 
generosity brings.”

If you would like to find out how you too 
can achieve your charitable giving dreams, 
or to set up your own Sports Award, get 
in touch with Hawke’s Bay Foundation at 
www.hawkesbayfoundation.org.nz

Sport Hawke’s Bay general manager  
Ryan Hambleton and Hawke’s Bay Foundation 
donor Rachael Knight with the new Emerging 
Young Athlete Award


